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H.B. 1090, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO CHILD PASSENGER RESTRAINTS 
 

Senate Committee on Transportation 
 
The Department of Transportation supports H.B.1090, H.D. 1, which amends 
requirements for the restraint of child passengers, requires rear facing child safety seats 
for children less than two years of age, requires the use of child safety seats or booster 
seats for certain children less than 10 years of age, and raises certain fines for 
violations. 
 
We support raising of the age for children to remain rear facing, increasing fines, as well 
as raising the child's age for vehicle operators to ensure that the child is properly 
restrained in a safety or booster seat. 
 
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, “infants and toddlers should ride in a 
rear-facing car safety seat as long as possible, until they reach the highest weight or 
height allowed by their seat. Most convertible seats have limits that will allow children to 
ride rear-facing for two years or more.” 
 
The Hawaii Department of Health reports that 711 children were injured in crashes over 
the five-year period of 2016-2020.  42% were under the age of four years old. 
 
Currently, 23 states, including District of Colombia and the Virgin Islands have 
requirements that children under the age of two be rear facing.  It is recommended that 
the State of Hawaii should also adopt these requirements to reduce motor vehicle 
fatalities and serious injuries. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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